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into dangerous paths, suicidal alike to
national honour and safety- The enthusiasm
with which Mr. Asquith's election as Member
for Paisley was hailed was due to the fact that
by organising a vigorous Opposition, he would
be able to keep the Coalition along the right
road; but bis frequent absence from the
House and his unavailing handling of the
questions as they arose, impaired the con-
fidence in him: he signally failed to organise
a telling Opposition. The Liberal Party itself,
there is evidence, felt dissatisfied with this
state of affairs: the Manchester revolt is the
concrete expression of that dissatisfaction; but
the revolt led to no satisfactory results.
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In this moribund condition of the Liberal
Party, when the Party refused to put in
practice its dynamic ideals of progress, such
of the Liberals who had an active mind,
with whom fine phrases did not pass muster for
effective action, men who could not perpetually
" wait and see/5 had to seek support and
organisation elsewhere than in the Liberal
Party* And the Party with which they
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